
     Throughout my MSU Extension career, I have had the pleasure of working with the MGVP 
as an instructor for basic training and Summer Conferences as well as authored and reviewed 
training materials, coordinated a county program, and served as a member of the State Advi-
sory Committee. In my new role, I hope to help counties successfully develop and sustain their 
county program.  
     The MGVP is an invaluable program that enhances our communities, enriches the lives of 
participants, and builds capacity in our county Extension offices. It is an outstanding educa-
tional program that each of us is passionate about. I sincerely believe in the Program and the 
work of the thousands of volunteers across our state. Together I think we can build on the Pro-
gramôs long standing cohesion and unity and move it forward into an exciting future. 
      The MGVP Advisory Committee has expressed a desire for MSUE to take a more active 
role in the Program at the campus level. The MGVP is becoming more integrated into the Col-
lege of Agriculture and Natural Resources.  I welcome your ideas and suggestions for making 
the program an even stronger and more vital initiative.    Mary Wilson   
  

MSUE Otsego County CED  

    Since Phil Alexander retired as MSU Otsego 
County Extension Director, December 31, 2007, 
Linda Cronk from Crawford County has been filling 
in as the interim director. The CED position is ex-
pected to be filled on a more permanent basis in 
2009. 
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Contacts:  
Linda Cronk  

County Extension Director  
800 Livingston Blvd., S -4A-2 

Gaylord, MI   49735  
989 -731 -0269  

 
Cathy OôConnor, Secretary 

New Hours 8:00 - 4:30pm M - F 
989 -731 -0272  

 
Jeanne Freymuth, Otsego 

County Master Gardener  
Volunteer Coordinator   

989 -732 -5348 or  
freymuth@freeway.net  

 

Lori Hansen, Record Keeper   
989 -732 -7314  

 
Annette Yasin, AMGA President       

989 -731 -1008  
 

Susan Dengler, AMGA VP  
989 -732 -5638  

 
Chris Cook, AMGA Treasurer  

231 -546 -4134  
 

Karen Blewett, AMGA Secretary  
989 -786 -7449  

Looking ahead into 2009  

AMGA Officers -past, present (back) 
and newly elected (front row).  

Mary Wilson, New State Coordinator  

    Hi everyone! 
 Itôs been fun and thanks to all of you, I have truly enjoyed being the MGVP 
Coordinator for Otsego County, but now l feel I need to step aside and let someone 
else fill the void.  Due to a growing family Iôd like to spend more time with, and the 
UC becoming busier than ever, something has to give. Iôm not able to give the Co-
ordinator position the time and attention it deserves.  I will, of course, remain ac-
tively involved with this fantastic Program.  
      If you are interested in becoming our local Coordinator, please contact me.  The 
Coordinator works with MSUE to assist and support MGVs and conduct basic train-
ing classes.  The Coordinator is an Advisor to the Association and attends all meet-
ings, general and executive.   
     I couldnôt ask to have worked with a more wonderful group. Youôve all been very 
supportive and helpful to me.  The people (YOU!) are what itôs all about and I have 
grown tremendously throughout this experience.  Many thank youôs!  Jeanne 

MGVP Coordinator -Otsego Co  

Plant your own garden and decorate your own soul 
instead of waiting for someone to bring you flowers.  
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2008 Fall óHolidayô Workshop & Bulb Sale 

      The 2008 Fall Workshop was "Holiday Decorations from you Gar-
den" featuring Janet Macunovich.  The half day workshop was 'hands 
on' and it was amazing.  Janet brought cut evergreen, holly, 
sage, persistent pods and stems and everything in between to decorate 
a table center piece, which you can collect form your own garden.  What 
you can create is up to your imagination.  Janet also spoke about origins 
of our traditions, plant symbols and how to gather and store your materi-
als.  In addition to the bulbs sale, we had vendors on hand selling bird 
houses, broom stick wreaths, gardening gloves, candles as well as pine 
cone decorations that Alpine Master Gardeners made.   We had about 
60 participants.   
 Along with some wonderful door prizes and sweet treats the 
workshop was a success.  Special thanks to Gordon's Food, Citizens 
Bank, Home Depot, Star Bucks Coffee and The Northland Sportsmen's 
Club.  Thank you to all who helped put on this wonderful event.  It was a 
lot of  fun. 
       Amanda Charles 
       Workshop Project Leader 
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Betty, Randy and Paulette team up 

to decorate for the workshop.  

Ed, Cynthia and Richard set up for the 

Chairman, Amanda, posing in front 
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for sale at the workshop  

Suzanne Stock shops for  
treasurers for her feathered friends.  

Lunch with Janet after the workshop.  
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Susan, (B) Cynthia, Jeanne, Suzanne, 
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Janet Macunovich shares her 

knowledge and expertise.  
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all had a great time learning and creat-
ing.  Far right -MGV Sharon and daugh-

ter, (also MGV) Amy, to her left.  

Jean and Joanne creating centerpieces.  
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